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ALASTAIR BAKER 
News Editor

Travis Morgan Sherrod was found 
not guilty at the conclusion of his 
Deliberate Homicide trial last week. 
The trial was presided over by District 
Court Judge Matt Wald at the Carbon 
County Courthouse, Red Lodge.

The verdict was unanimous.
Sherrod was facing a felony charge 

in the shooting death of Rehn Peterson 
from Nov. 21, 2023 in Red Lodge.

On the night in question, according 
to court documents, Sherrod called 
police to report shooting an individ-
ual on North Bonner. In anticipation 
of law enforcement arriving, Sher-
rod placed a handgun on the hood of 
his vehicle and was secured by a police 
officer. Aid was rendered to Peterson 
but it was not successful.

Peterson was transported to Billings 
Beartooth Clinic, Red Lodge, where he 
was pronounced dead.

Sherrod did request an ambulance 
for Peterson when he called dispatch, 
telling dispatch that Peterson had 
threatened him over the phone and 
that later he arrived at his house.

Later forensic testing of Peterson’s 
blood showed a blood alcohol level 
of 0.313% (Montana’s BAC limit for 
intoxication is 0.08%) and a THC level 
of 54 nanogram. Common nonintoxi-
cating metabolites of cocaine were also 
detected.

Sherrod was sober.
The situation had started after the two 

men argued earlier in the evening over 
a fantasy football league they belonged 
to and from which Sherrod had recently 
kicked Peterson out for nonpayment 
of dues. Subsequent texts this night 
between the two showed an escalation of 
tension resulting in Peterson coming to 
Sherrod’s home.

Sherrod, concerned for the safety of his 
wife, dog and property, went outside to 
meet Peterson.

According to court documents, once 
outside, Sherrod scanned the property, 
then went to the edge of his driveway 
and looked down the street. Sherrod 
saw Peterson a couple of houses down, 
walking toward his house. When Peter-
son drew close enough, Sherrod could 
see something in his hand. He turned, 
chambered a round, and turned back to 
face Peterson. As Peterson crossed the 
property line into the driveway, Sher-
rod called out to him, “Rehn, get the 
hell out of here.” Peterson saw Sher-
rod and ran at him. Sherrod backed 
up with his gun raised and repeated 
the order to leave. Peterson ran at him 
again. At that point, Peterson reached 
out and grabbed for the gun. Sherrod 
pulled it back and leaned away. Peter-
son grabbed for it again. Sherrod fired 
two shots, then when Peterson contin-
ued pursuit, fired three more shots.”

Sherrod was represented by Nick K. 
Brooke, of Stephen Brooke, P.C., Mis-
soula. Carbon County Attorney Alex 
Nixon represented the State.

ELEANOR GUERRERO 
CCN Senior Reporter

With all the bears around Red 
Lodge, there’s every good reason to 
immediately access a free, major form 
of protection. B.R. Walker, Executive 
Director, Yellowstone Wildlife Sanctu-
ary, commented on a recent free, bear 
spray training at YWS on Wednesday, 
Aug. 12. Red Lodge Mayor Dave West-
wood also received the training and 
demonstrated its use. Over 1,700 peo-
ple trained to date! Get trained now!

Walker explains, “Yellowstone 
Wildlife Sanctuary has been edu-
cating residents and visitors about 
living safely alongside wildlife for 
decades. Through educational pro-
gramming and conservation outreach, 
YWS works to foster a greater under-
standing of the animals that share the 
Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem with 
local communities.

YWS provides free bear spray train-
ing and a complimentary can of bear 
spray to Red Lodge workers and resi-
dents who regularly walk in Red Lodge 
and may encounter bears during early 
morning or evening hours.

Anyone interested in the free bear 
spray training program is encouraged 
to contact Yellowstone Wildlife Sanc-
tuary to determine to reserve a train-
ing session. For more information or 
to register, call Yellowstone Wildlife 
Sanctuary at 406-426-1210 or educa-
tion@yellowstonewildlife.org.”

Contact Eleanor at: eguerrero@carboncoun-
tynews.com

Sherrod found Not 
Guilty in homicide case

Beartooth Billings Clinic is 
expanding behavioral health 
services through a new part-
nership with Cody Regional 
Health that will bring psychi-
atric care directly to patients 
in Red Lodge while provid-
ing additional support for 
Beartooth’s primary care pro-
viders.

Beginning this fall, Psy-
chiatric Nurse Practitioner 
Megan Davis, employed by 
Cody Regional Health, will 
provide in-person behavioral 
health services at Beartooth 
Billings Clinic one day each 
month. In addition, Cody 
Regional Health’s behavioral 
health team will offer consul-
tation services to Beartooth’s 
Integrated Behavioral Health 
Providers, strengthening col-
laboration and enhancing 
patient care.

The partnership addresses 
a longstanding need for addi-
tional behavioral health 
resources in Carbon County 
while allowing patients to 
receive specialty services 

through their trusted local 
healthcare provider.

“Access to behavioral 
health services is an import-
ant part of caring for the 
whole person,” said Abby 
Lotz, CEO of Beartooth Bill-
ings Clinic. “We’re proud to 
partner with Cody Regional 
Health to bring additional 
expertise to our community 
while continuing to provide 
care close to home.”

Behavioral health condi-
tions can significantly impact 
overall health and well-being. 
Through this collaboration, 
patients will have greater 

access to specialty behavioral 
health services without hav-
ing to travel outside the com-
munity whenever possible.

“Rural healthcare organi-
zations are strongest when 
we work together,” said Han-
nah McRae, CEO of Cody 
Regional Health. “We’re 
honored to partner with 
Beartooth Billings Clinic to 
support their providers and 
expand behavioral health ser-
vices for the Carbon County 
community.”

The partnership also 
includes provider-to-pro-
vider consultations, enabling 
Beartooth Billings Clinic pri-
mary care providers to col-
laborate with Cody Regional 
Health behavioral health spe-
cialists on complex cases 
through secure telemedicine.

“This collaboration 
strengthens the care already 
being provided at Beartooth 
Billings Clinic and helps 
ensure patients have access to 
the behavioral health exper-
tise they need,” said Bridgett 

Chartier, Chief Nursing Offi-
cer of Beartooth.

Patients will need a referral 
from their primary care pro-
vider and appointments will 
be scheduled directly through 
Beartooth Billings Clinic 
at 406.446.2345. For more 
information, visit Beartooth-
BillingsClinic.org.

About Beartooth Billings 
Clinic

Beartooth Billings Clinic 
provides high-quality, com-
passionate healthcare for res-
idents and visitors across 
south-central Montana, 
offering primary care, spe-
cialty care, rehabilitation, and 
critical access hospital ser-
vices.

About Cody Regional 
Health

Cody Regional Health 
provides comprehensive, 
patient-centered health-
care for Northwest Wyo-
ming, offering services rang-
ing from emergency and spe-
cialty care to long-term care 
and rehabilitation.

COURTESY

Megan Davis, Psychiatric Nurse 
Practitioner

Beartooth Billings Clinic Partners 
with Cody Regional Health to Expand 
Behavioral Health Services in Red Lodge

Get Your Free Bear 
Spray Training Now!

B.R. WALKER

Red Lodge Mayor, Dave Westwood, applies his training in proper bear spray usage as 
Victoria Boatrom, YWS Education Manager, “bears” down on him.
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Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks has 
reopened Silver Run Wildlife Manage-
ment Area (WMA) near Red Lodge.

The emergency closure of the WMA 
had been in place due trapping efforts 
for a food-conditioned grizzly bear. 
FWP was not able to trap the bear. All 
traps and trapping materials have been 
removed from the site.

For more information on restric-
tions and closures at FWP sites, visit: 
fwp.mt.gov/news/current-closures-re-
strictions.

Emergency closure lifted 
at Silver Run Wildlife 
Management Area


